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® The reports on the ATBHIX and
Healthcare Team Challenge(HCTC)
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Dates: Sept. 3, 2018 to Sept. 6, 2018
Venue : Auckland University of Technology (AUT), Auckland, New Zealand
Reporter: Ono Itsushi, 3rd—year Laboratory Science Course student, Department of

Gunma University

Health Science, Faculty of Medicine

« I.Introduction>>

ATBHIX stands for the Ninth All Together Better Health conference. This is a conference where various professionals
come together and discuss interprofessional education and interprofessional work. This conference was held at Auckland
University of Technology (AUT), Auckland, New Zealand. | assisted Mr. Ogawa, principal presenter from the Graduate
School of Gunma University with his poster presentation. Including Mr. Ogawa, three students and three teachers

participated in the conference.

Participants in this conference came from various countries such as USA, UK, Canada, Switzerland, Australia, Denmark,
Spain, Brazil, Singapore, Indonesia, India, Qatar, South Africa, and Japan. They had various professional backgrounds.

L II. Conference>
1. The importance of IPE

The professions of participants were varied: There were not

only doctors but also nurses, pharmacists, laboratory technologists,
radiologists, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, clinical
psychotherapists, and surprisingly, patients. When | talked with the
participants, | realized that this conference was a good opportunity
for us to understand more about other professions. More
specifically, | learned that the point each profession thinks
important was different from profession to profession. | also
learned that different support or different care for one patient can
result from local culture, for example, the influence of the Shaman
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Figure2: With one of the invited speakers

3. English, as a tool to communicate

What | was shocked in the conference was that all participants

used English skillfully even though their mother tongues were not
English. It seemed to me that participants from the Southeast Asia,
South America or even from Africa treated English as one of their
tools to communicate. We Japanese tend to think too much when
we speak English, which | think makes it difficult for us to speak
fluently. | thought this is our bad habit.

When | joined the Healthcare Team Challenge (HCTC), | faced the
barrier of the language. The students from New Zealand spoke too
fast for me to understand. | struggled to exchange opinions with
them about health care.

This was my issue and | tried to get an opportunity to speak in

< Eﬁ%lmbression»

What | learned most in ATBHIX was that | should try to brush up my language skills to express my opinion to the
world as well as to understand the present situation of IPE. | need to change my situation from “just speaking
English” to “using it as a tool of discussion.” In addition, the attitudes, learning space and atmosphere of students
were totally different between AUT and Gunma University. Especially, | thought NZ was ahead of Japan in the field
of information technology because there was an official app for ATBHIX.
| think we should accept what we felt great or convenient in other countries and start using them.

< IV. Conclusion>

| had nice experience of struggling with my English in ATBHIX and in HCTC. | felt the tide of IPE in the world
directly and | got good friends who were studying for various kinds of medical professions. Finally, I'd like to say
thank you to Prof. Lee, Dr. Kawashima, and Dr. Tokita for their assistance. What is more, | appreciate the help

provided by my fellow SIPEC members, Mr. Ogawa and Miss Shimizu.

Figure3: After the competition of HCTC

Figurel: With the
conference banner

2. The trend of IPE all over the world

After learning about the situations of IPE in several countries, |

realized that progress of IPE was different in each country. Some
countries already built hi-quality IPE programs, and other countries
were still trying to start one.

In an Asian country, it was reported that female nursing students
and male engineering students got together and learned IPE.
Surprisingly the program started on the Valentine’s day. Chocolate
helped them to build good relationship. In each country, they make
IPE programs that will suit their cultures.

Figure4: A classroom at AUT

4. The atmosphere of AUT

The atmosphere of this university was totally different from the

atmosphere of Japanese universities. Almost all signs were written
in Maori and English. The microphones in large classrooms or lecture
rooms were shaped like dice. Thanks to this shape, it was possible to
pass the microphone to questioners staying far from the front stage.
Moreover, there was a huge classroom like one whole floor and the
room was connected to the street directly.

At the opening ceremony, we saw a welcome dance of Maori
performed by a student group which tried to maintain Maori culture.
| realized that all of the residents in Auckland respect Maori culture,
and | felt this attitude formed part of the atmosphere of the town.

Figure5: with a keynote speaker
from University of Otago Wellington



